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The most notable events in November were: 

Bolivia has marked 30 years of uninterrupted democracy after a long series of dictatorial governments. Nevertheless, conflict dominates the public agenda, while the macroeconomic bonanza in recent years, which has led to national GDP growth above the regional average,
 has not reduced structural inequality. 

In Colombia, as formal talks between the government and the FARC guerrillas begin, the country appears split between hope and distrust: hope, because it is a good sign that both government representatives and guerrilla commanders are sitting down at the same table, and distrust, because neither side appears to take responsibility for the victims of the conflict, and because the FARC started out with more aggressive rhetoric than they had used in recent months, strengthening the arguments of political sectors that oppose the negotiations.
 In Ecuador, key issues included the definition of the final list of political organizations that can participate in the February 2013 elections, the Constitutional Court ruling on media coverage during election campaigns, possible new taxes to finance an increase in the human development voucher, and an Ecuadorian named president of the Inter-American Press Associations.
 In Peru, strikes by teachers and public health employees ended, Lima Mayor Susana Villarán faces a recall election, merchants were ousted from the Lima Wholesale Market (La Parada) and a formal request was filed for a pardon for former President Alberto Fujimori. 
BOLIVIA

Thirty years after: Taking the pulse of democracy

On 10 October, Bolivia marked 30 years of uninterrupted democracy after a long succession of dictatorial governments. 

These three decades have allowed the consolidation of democratic institutions, mainly reflected in the peaceful and orderly turnover in political power after free and transparent elections. They have also allowed the establishment of radically different visions of the economic order and the structure of public power, not through traumatic breakdowns of institutions, but through legal and constitutional reforms such as the supreme decree of August 2005 that set in motion the structural adjustment policies generally known as the “neoliberal model,” and the current Constitution, approved by referendum in January 2009, which laid the groundwork for the “Democratic and Cultural Revolution,” the deepest reform of the state since the “National Revolution” that began on 9 April 1952.

Apart from the seemingly inevitable tendency toward the concentration of power and installation of a single-party regime, which can be seen in some circles of MAS, it is clear that Bolivian democracy has expanded and allowed the emergence of a new key political player – the indigenous, rural farming world. 

It is also very clear that recognition of the autonomous departmental jurisdictions paves the way for major political and institutional reconfigurations that will result, sooner rather than later, in a new state architecture and new patterns of public management and resource distribution – in short, a new territorial power structure.

Nevertheless, public perception of the performance of democracy in the country has declined significantly in 2011 and 2012, as indicated by various polls, particularly a recent survey by Barómetro de las Américas, which is part of an ongoing biennial series that began in 1998, and which shows a drop of nearly 10 percentage points in support for and satisfaction with democracy.

Besides the natural wear and tear suffered by any government – the current administration has been in office for nearly seven years – these signs of disenchantment or loss of enthusiasm for democratic institutions may also have to do with a lack of consistency between government rhetoric and practice in recent years. The sudden, drastic hike in fuel prices decreed by the government in December 2010, known as the “gasolinazo,” and the conflict in the Indigenous Territory of Isiboro Sécure National Park (TIPNIS) over the government’s decision to build a road through the heart of that area were two turning points in the relationship between large sectors of the public and the government. These events raised doubts about both the priority the government supposedly places on the welfare of the poorest Bolivians and respect for Mother Earth, proclaimed as one of MAS’ core principles.

Nevertheless, October brought a pair of signs from the Plurinational Constitutional Tribunal that are grounds for greater optimism about the role that key institutions in the new system can play in safeguarding basic civil rights. The tribunal effectively eliminated the obsolete crime of contempt, which has frequently been used for political persecution of government opponents. It also partly reinstated the universal principal of non-retroactivity of the law on criminal matters, which had been overturned by Law 004, adopted by the current government to combat corruption in the public sphere.

In assessing 30 years of uninterrupted democracy in Bolivia, what stands out most is that Bolivian society appears to have solidly and consistently internalized the principle that all disputes, even the deepest and most complex, can find a constructive solution within the framework of democratic rules and that – given the history of de-facto regimes in Bolivia’s modern history – this is priceless.

Conflict, massive contraband smuggling, drug trafficking and tensions with Chile 

October was marked by high-intensity conflicts, including those led by wage-earning and cooperative mine workers over control of the ore deposits in Colquiri, in the department of La Paz,
 and indigenous communities and cooperative miners – for the same reason – in Mallcu Khota, in the department of Potosí, which left a number of people injured. In the heat of events, the government accused Canadian-based South American Silver, which holds the Mallcu Khota mining concession, of “stirring up the dispute,” and announced that it would sue the company. The governor of Potosí, meanwhile, proposed militarizing the area.

Just as important was the “mobilized strike” staged by transportation unions on 16 October to protest the possible approval of a law eliminating property rights to goods confiscated because of their connection with drug trafficking, contraband or corruption.
 The government’s efforts at negotiation have been fruitless so far, and there is still the possibility of an indefinite general strike with roadblocks throughout the country. Some other associations (mainly retail merchants, most of whom are in the informal sector) have also protested the law and announced that they will take more radical measures if their demand is not met.
 

Meanwhile, the military intervention approved by the government in the town of Challapata, in the department of Oruro, to stop the massive and illegal flow of vehicles – many of them stolen in neighboring countries – into Bolivia is a clear signal that lawlessness has reached an intolerable level and that if effective measures are not taken, these criminal activities could contaminate the entire social fabric and become uncontrollable, leading to a state of collective anomie. One eloquent reflection of this concern was an article in Cambio, the official government newspaper, which vehemently called for respect for the Rule of Law.

There are also unmistakable signs that drug trafficking has expanded alarmingly throughout the country, penetrating urban and rural communities to such a degree that some parts of the department of Santa Cruz have officially been declared “red zones,” with reports of “links” between Colombian cartels and criminal organizations in Bolivia.
 This clearly poses great social, economic and political risks for the country. The government appears to have duly noted the extent of the risk and decided to intensify measures for controlling and punishing illegal drug trafficking. The president has even accused some grassroots leaders who oppose police operations of being “defenders of drug trafficking,”
 in a break with the government’s long-standing position that drug trafficking was a matter of small groups at the margins of society.

Amid these pressing issues, but in the international sphere, comes a growing deterioration in relations with Chile. Besides President Evo Morales’ sharp criticism of Chilean President Salvador Piñera because of remarks the Chilean leader made in September about Bolivia’s maritime demand, another issue has come to the fore because of the Bolivian government’s approach. This involves the use of the waters of the Silala, a waterway in the department of Potosí, on the border with Chile. Chile claims the Silala is a free-flowing and continuous river and that the two countries should therefore share its waters. Bolivia, however, considers the Silala a stream that is Bolivia’s sovereign and exclusive property, and maintains that it therefore owes Chile no explanation about how it uses the water. The dispute has added fuel to already tense relations.

The down side of the macroeconomic boom

The high international prices for Bolivia’s raw materials exports (natural gas and minerals) in recent years, which are largely responsible for GDP growth above average for the region,
 has not resulted in a productive, self-sustaining economy that creates stable, well-paid jobs and reduces structural inequalities – which are critical goals for any developing country. Instead, the hard data appear to show that the boom has stifled efforts made over the past three decades to expand Bolivia’s base of production beyond an extractive economy.

Royalties from these activities have also failed to leverage other types of production, despite some government efforts. Considering that the efficient production of oil, gas and minerals is capital-intensive, rather than labor-intensive, it is not surprising that informal and illegal activities have expanded in recent years to mitigate unemployment. As noted in the second point of this report, contraband smuggling and the illegal sale of automobiles are among the activities that have increased notably in the past decade. Successive government “amnesties” to allow the legalization of property and vehicle ownership have served as an incentive for the expansion of this illegal activity. As a result, according to official figures, the number of motor vehicles in Bolivia increased by 189 percent in the past decade. By September 2012, there were nearly 1.2 million vehicles in a country of just over 10 million inhabitants – a population that grew by 24 percent over the same period.

Although contraband vehicles (known as chutos) are sold illegally throughout the country, the town of Challapata (located 450 kilometers south of La Paz, and with a population of slightly more than 10,000 inhabitants) has gained notoriety in the past decade as the most visible illegal vehicle market. The establishment of many mechanics shops and huge chuto sales areas changed local economic dynamics, replacing farming and dairy production, the traditional mainstays of this unusually fertile region of the Bolivian Altiplano. The establishment of clans with international connections and ties with drug trafficking, and repeated accusations of the sale of vehicles stolen outside the country, aggravated the problem.

On 9 October, a combined military operation involving Customs agents, Public Ministry officials and other government entities staged a raid in Challapata to seize undocumented vehicles and break up the activities of the main illegal groups. The operation, dubbed “Pichay” (Quechua for “sweep”) raided 15 facilities, seized 67 vehicles along with false tags and property titles, and confiscated counterfeit money after a confrontation with at least 500 local residents, which ended with two people dead and many injured. The media noted that residents removed many automobiles during the operation. Aerial photos show that there may still be some 400 vehicles in Challapata.

Apart from those results, the operation marked the first time the government has sent a strong signal to groups trafficking in illegal vehicles – which have turned Challapata into a no-man’s land – that it will not tolerate the existence and expansion of this criminal activity. The challenge now is to create legal jobs for the unemployed and impose similar controls in other places, so the activities do not simply move elsewhere.

COLOMBIA

Legislative agenda for peace

Details of the so-called General Accord for Termination of the Conflict, signed by the national government and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia, FARC), have gradually come to light. The accord outlines three stages of talks. The first was an initial, exploratory stage – now completed – to set minimum criteria for the negotiations, which ended with the signing of the accord. The second phase, which began in October in Oslo, Norway, will consist of direct working groups between the parties, focusing on a specific agenda. The third phase will consist of implementation of the agreements that are reached and establishment of mechanisms for verifying compliance.

The agenda will revolve around five specific issues: review of agrarian development policy, restitution for victims of the conflict, guarantees for the participation of new political movements, definition of a process for laying down arms, and solution of the problem of illicit drugs.

Although no deadlines have been set for agreement on these issues, the fact that there is consensus between the parties that the discussion cannot continue indefinitely, and that President Juan Manuel Santos said he would announce concrete results within a year, implies that the country’s political agenda will change to keep pace with the speed of the negotiations. It is possible that for the rest of 2012 and throughout 2013, the government, Congress, political parties and even civil society will focus on what could be called the “legislative agenda for peace,” a series of laws needed to implement the Accord and facilitate the peace process.

The updating of the Electoral Code (about to be addressed by Congress), creation of a statute of guarantees for the opposition (being developed) and expansion of the military courts (approved in the fifth of eight debates) are key parts of that package. The first could create the electoral architecture necessary to establish special jurisdictions or thresholds for new political movements that might emerge from the negotiations. The second would attempt to ensure that if those new movements won seats in Congress, they would have a real possibility of being heard and would not be sidelined by the majorities or systematically assassinated as occurred in the 1980s with Unión Patriótica, the party that emerged from the peace process between the government of then-President Belisario Betancur (1982-1986) and the FARC. The bill related to military courts would calm fears among some in the armed forces that the guerrillas could receive amnesty while members of the military face trial.

With this, the government has regained the legislative leadership it had lost in recent months, reunified its parliamentary bloc after a marked breakdown, and managed to increase its public approval ratings after a months-long downward trend.
 In the short and medium term, this will give the government significant maneuvering room to continue negotiations, even amid the armed conflict, deflecting criticism coming from some quarters, particularly supporters of former President Alvaro Uribe. It is possible that as long as the peace process is under way, President Santos will enjoy high levels of governance and support.

If the talks fail, however, many legislators and parties that support the president will become his staunchest opponents. It is important to remember that those who are waving the banner of peace today were firm supporters of then-President Uribe’s hawkish policies two years ago.

The question, then, is: how likely are the negotiations with the FARC to succeed? Although the process is complex and it is impossible to say for sure, there are some reasons for at least cautious optimism. The first is the apparent trust between the parties, reflected in the fact that before the accord became public, the government and the FARC had been in exploratory talks for about a year without either side leaking information that could jeopardize the process. That, combined with the fact that the talks never broke off during that time, despite military blows from each side, reflects a degree of commitment that is unprecedented in the country’s recent history.

A second indication is the change in rhetoric. In officially announcing the start of the talks, President Santos publicly expressed his thanks for the guerrilla leaders’ political will to reach a peace agreement, a gesture echoed by FARC commander Timochenko in his own communiqué. It is also symbolic that the president publicly expressed support for the FARC’s contention that they no longer held any hostages, even though various political and social groups cast doubt on that statement. With the words, “the FARC must be believed,” President Santos built a bridge of trust that will be important for the success of the process.

A third indication is the coincidence between the FARC’s historical agroeconomic demands and the current government’s agrarian policy, reflected in the Lands and Victims Law, which is meant to restore land to people who have been displaced and provide reparations to victims of the violence. This congruency could be an incentive for the guerrillas to demobilize, as they could consider legislation that reflects their “revolutionary agenda” to be at least a partial victory.

Attorney General reelection dilemma
A scant three months before Congress is to cast ballots to elect the attorney general, the parliamentary majorities, the national government and even the high courts are in a quandary over the possible reelection of Alejandro Ordoñez to the post. Although he is recognized for having ousted more than 220 public officials from their posts in the past four years in corruption cases, he has also been accused not only of campaigning for reelection by offering supporters positions in his office, but also of challenging Constitutional Court rulings on women’s sexual and reproductive rights.

The fact that the Supreme Court proposed his reelection and that some of that court’s judges have relatives working under Ordoñez in the Attorney General’s Office raised red flags. Colombian legislation prohibits public servants from hiring relatives of functionaries who play a role in appointing them. Not only did the parties ignore this impediment in the nomination process, but it appears that Congress may do the same. This has led some legal experts to ironically observe that if he were faithful to his duties, the attorney general would fire himself.

This sensitive situation is complicated by a Constitutional Court order that the attorney general rectify a series of statements against abortion and the emergency contraceptive pill, in which he ignored prior Constitutional Court decisions decriminalizing abortion in certain cases.

Nevertheless, the bureaucratic power he has accumulated in the past four years and the fear he has instilled in some political sectors have made it impossible for a parliamentary majority to form to oppose his reelection. While some sources say that President Santos may want to support a different candidate, his hands appear to be tied, as opposing Ordoñez would mean not only losing the support of conservative sectors, but also weakening his anti-corruption stance, which is largely based on the efforts of the Attorney General’s Office. Given this scenario, Ordóñez’s reelection appears inevitable. 

ECUADOR

Final stage of registration of political organizations

Ultimately, only one of the political organizations that had already been registered with the National Electoral Court (Corte Nacional Electoral, CNE) was disqualified from participating in the February 2013 elections: Concertación Nacional, which had proposed César Montufar as its presidential candidate. Altogether, 12 political organizations were authorized at the national level: Partido Sociedad Patriótica (PSP), Partido Social Cristiano (PSC), Partido Renovador Institucionalista de Acción Nacional (PRIAN), Movimiento AVANZA, Partido Roldosista Ecuatoriano (PRE), Partido Movimiento Popular Democrático (MPD), Partido Socialista Frente Amplio (PS-FA), Movimiento Plurinacional Pachakutik – Nuevo País, Movimiento Creando Oportunidades (CREO), Movimiento Ruptura, Movimiento Patria Altiva i Soberana (PAIS) and Movimiento Sociedad Unida más Acción (SUMA). There are 70 provincial political organizations, significantly fewer than registered for the 2009 elections, perhaps because the February elections are only for assembly representatives, and not for local authorities. The provinces with the most political organizations are those on the coast, where Guayas and Santa Helena, with six provincial groups each, have the largest number of political organizations registered in the country. In contrast, no provincial organizations registered in the province of Cañar; three movements registered in the province of Pichincha, where Quito is located; and only two registered in the province of Azuay, which is home to Cuenca.

First political alliances and candidacy announcements

The first candidates officially announced, although not yet registered with the CNE, are from CREO, which is nominating Guillermo Lasso for president, and Auki Tituaña, former mayor of Cotacachi and former member of Pachakutik, for vice president. CREO made huge and successful strides in nominating candidates and forming a broad political coalition, in which it was joined by the Movimiento Madera de Guerrero and PSC of Guayas, as well as various representatives of traditional and new political movements in Ecuador. It suffered an apparently unexpected setback after Tituaña’s nomination, however, as Tituaña was immediately expelled from the Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of Ecuador (Confederación de Nacionalidades Indígenas del Ecuador, CONAIE). CONAIE president Humberto Cholango announced that Tituaña had “betrayed the indigenous movement,” because Tituaña “was going to head the list of assembly candidates from Imbabura for the Coordinadora por la Unidad de las Izquierdas alliance.”
 Meanwhile, former Assembly representative Mae Montaño is heading CREO’s national list of candidates for the Assembly.

The candidates of the other registered political organizations will be announced during the first half of November. There are reports that Martha Roldós will be Alberto Acosta’s running mate on the ticket of the Coordinadora por la Unidad de las Izquierdas. In the governing party (PAIS), it is not yet clear who will be President Rafael Correa’s running mate, and there are rumors that current Foreign Minister Ricardo Patiño may not be a candidate for the National Assembly.

Billion-dollar indemnity for Occidental Petroleum from Ecuador

After the 5 October announcement that the Ecuadorian government must pay US-based Occidental Petroleum Corporation US$1.77 billion for its cancellation of the company’s contract,
 Ecuador’s Attorney General’s Office has prepared its arguments for seeking annulment of the arbitration ruling. “According to the rules of the International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID), the request for annulment of a decision must be presented within 120 days after the ruling is issued.”
 President Correa has repeatedly referred to this decision, attributing it to poor governance and a capitulation to neoliberalism. 

Constitutional Court ruling on media election coverage

On 17 October, the Constitutional Court declared unconstitutional part of Article 203 of the Reform of the Democracy Code, which restricted media coverage during election campaigns. In doing so, the court modified the presidential veto that prohibited dissemination of “any type of special report that could be an influence for or against a particular candidate, position or political tendency in the media.”
 Although press associations continued to express concern about constraints on press freedom, the Constitutional Court’s decision removes one of the major concerns about potential threats to the media during election campaigns.

Government proposes raising bank taxes to finance human development voucher

As one of his campaign pledges, opposition candidate Guillermo Lasso said that if he is elected, he will finance an increase in the Human Development voucher from $35 to $50, at a cost of approximately US$300 million, by reducing spending on government advertising. 

President Correa called the proposal demagogic, saying the government does not spend anywhere near that amount on advertising, and proposed raising taxes on private banking to finance an increase in the human development voucher beginning in January 2013. That would mean financing US$140 million through the national budget and approximately US$160 million more with revenue from the new tax reform measure – the tenth in the past six years – introduced in the National Assembly.

On 26 October, the National Assembly began debating the executive branch’s proposal to increase taxes from 0.084 percent to 0.25 percent on bank assets abroad, to generate an additional US$48.5 million in revenue.
 That would be accompanied by various administrative measures that would yield an additional US$42 million. 

The most substantial part of the increase in tax revenue would come from a 12 percent value-added tax on bank financial services, which President Correa said would be borne not by customers, but by the banks.
 That would result in a decrease in bank profits.

The proposal has drawn sharp criticism from Ecuador’s main business associations, which have spoken out publicly against it.
 The Association of Banks of Ecuador initially reacted cautiously and neutrally to the announcement of the measures, but once the provisions became clear, it joined the Chamber of Industry and Production and financial sector spokespersons in harshly criticizing the measure, saying they posed a serious risk for the development of banking in the country.

Press association elects new president
Jaime Mantilla, president of the daily newspaper Hoy, which tends to be sharply critical of the government, was elected at the recent general assembly of the Inter-American Press Association (IAPA) in Sao Paolo to lead the organization for the 2012-2013 term. This is the second time that an Ecuadorian has headed the IAPA in its nearly 70-year history.

PERU

Pardon requested for Alberto Fujimori 

The chief political concern this month, especially in the media, was the request for a pardon for former President Alberto Fujimori, formally filed by his children, including son Kenji, a congressman, and daughter Keiko, former presidential candidate and leader of Fuerza 2011.  

When Peruvian officials said the request had to be signed by the former president, because it would imply acknowledging crimes committed, and only the defendant can do that, Alberto Fujimori sent a letter on 31 October – “under protest,” according to his lawyer – adding his signature to the request for a humanitarian pardon formally presented to President Ollanta Humala.

Polls show public opinion in favor of a pardon if a terminal illness is involved, but there is some doubt about that, particularly in the wake of a report submitted on 4 October by experts at the National Institute of Neoplasic Illnesses, which indicated that while the former president has mouth cancer, it is under control and not life threatening.

There is no deadline for the government to respond to the request. In recent weeks, it became clear that President Humala had decided not to make it a priority, and that he would not issue a pardon at least in the near future. Within his party and parliamentary bloc, there is some opposition to a pardon. Leaders such as former President Alejandro Toledo have also spoken out against it.

This will probably remain an important political matter in November and a key issue for former President Fujimori’s supporters, especially in Congress, where that bloc has consolidated thanks to its cohesion and a lack of initiative by the governing party’s bloc.

Merchants removed from the Lima Wholesale Market (La Parada)   

Lima’s largest wholesale produce market, known as La Parada, established in 1945 in the district of La Victoria, should have been closed several decades ago. Not only was it too small (3 hectares), but over the years “mafias” of largely informal merchants became rooted there. Those problems were exacerbated by unhygienic conditions, terrible working conditions and a persistent crime problem around the market.

City officials in the last two administrations, headed by former Mayor Luis Castañeda (of Solidaridad Nacional, who was re-elected after a first term) did not take on the challenge of closing down the market and moving it to new facilities, which had already been built in the district of Santa Anita, in a much larger area (59 hectares, on the Central Highway between kilometers 3 and 4), and which were designed to meet the needs of a city of 8 million people.

Efforts at negotiation failed because large-scale merchants refused to move. In response, the municipal government of Lima, in coordination with the National Police, staged an operation to block truck access to La Parada. The first effort, on 25 October, was particularly violent, not only because of the action of the police, who went into the area with too few officers, but because of the response from criminal thugs apparently hired by the merchants. The events were widely covered on television, which showed police officers being beaten by attackers. Two civilians were killed and many people were injured, including 66 police officers.

Although it was acknowledged as necessary, the operation was criticized for a lack of coordination and prior “intelligence” by the National Police. Critics also pointed to the absence of the mayor, who had traveled outside the country for family reasons.

On 27 October, the police corrected the errors made two days earlier and staged an operation that was successful, although it cost two more lives. By blocking the main streets around La Parada, they effectively kept the market from operating. Two civilians died that day, dozens of people were injured and more than 100 were arrested.

The Great Wholesale Market of Lima (Santa Anita) is now receiving a regular supply of produce. On 31 October, Ricardo Giesecke, president of the Municipal Markets Company (Empresa Municipal de Mercados, Emmsa), which manages the market, said it already had more providers and a larger supply of produce than La Parada had ever seen.

Lima Mayor Susana Villarán to face recall election 

On the day of the first operation in La Parada, the National Elections Board (Jurado Nacional de Elecciones, JNE) gave the green light to a petition for a recall election against Lima Mayor Susan Villarán. A group of people whose background has been questioned, and who appear to be backed by politicians who headed the last city administration, obtained the 400,000 signatures needed to force a recall vote.

Fuerza Social, the mayor’s political party, harshly criticized the National Elections Board and the National Office of Electoral Processes (Oficina Nacional de Procesos Electorales, ONPE) for the way they scheduled the recall election and their accommodating approach to the validation of signatures.

The recall election is set for 17 March 2013. The date also sparked protest, because it will be held long before recalls in other provinces and districts in the country, which are scheduled for August 2013. All recall elections are usually held on the same day.

Mayor Villarán and her party, as well as the leftist coalition supporting her, will have to face parties that openly oppose her: Solidaridad Nacional (the party of former Mayor Castañeda, who is accused of corruption), APRA (former President Alan García’s party) and fujimorismo. Meanwhile, Perú Posible (former President Alejandro Toledo’s party) and the Partido Popular Cristiano (headed by old-time leader Luis Bedoya Reyes) announced their opposition to the recall. The governing party, Gana Perú, has not taken a stand, although its main spokesperson in Congress, Jaime Delgado, said he opposed the recall election.

Most media, especially print media, are pushing for the mayor’s ouster. Some (including Correo, La Razón and Perú.21) have waged a long-running campaign against her, dating back to before she was elected.

Despite mistakes in managing the city, including a lack of initiative and problems in getting the message about her progress out through the media, Mayor Villarán’s will to make reforms has been clear. She has stood up to traditional public transportation workers – who oppose the modernization of their sector, and who have staged two failed strikes in a row – and the wholesale produce “mafias.” Her critics oppose her not only because of problems with city management, however, but mainly because they seek to block the consolidation of a center-left government in the capital.

Education and health workers end strikes

The prolonged teachers’ strike ended with acceptance of a bonus of 300 soles (slightly more than US$100) for the nearly 400,000 teachers. The agreement, which was accepted by the Single Union of Education Workers (Sindicato Unitario de Trabajadores en la Educación, SUTEP), was initially resisted by its most radical groups, although they also gave up the strike a few days later. The government promised teachers a raise in their base pay rate as soon as Congress approves the new Teacher Development Law, which is currently being debated.

The strike by health care workers ended when they were promised a reform and pay-scale adjustment in 2013. Doctors also received one-time bonuses of 3,500 soles (approximately US$1,400). 

The health and education sectors have two of the country’s largest and most powerful unions.
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