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Second Citizen Summit held in Puebla

Around 200 civil society organizations attended the second Citizen Summit on 2 and 3 June in Puebla.  The first Summit was held two years ago.  At that time presidential candidates were keen to be seen to be listening to the diverse concerns expressed, though there are complaints that most of these were forgotten after the election. 

The second Summit has received much less media and political attention, though it was addressed at the end by Interior Minister Miguel Angel Osorio Chong who committed to making dialogue with civil society “a permanent exercise.” 

The  Summit was organized around 11 themes and produced a somewhat confusing, communique, demanding an official response within a month to a long and diverse list of “proposed goals.”  The most eye catching of these goals, given the size and range of civil society groups represented, is the one  to “promote the non-criminalization of the possession and personal use of drugs in small quantities.”

Who are the Disappeared?

Animal Político kicked off a series on the disappeared in Mexico on 4 June with an analysis of official data on those missing since President Enrique Peña Nieto took office.  The first installment is based on data crunching of cases included in the National Registry of Disappeared Persons – an internet tool opened to public consultation in February 2013.   

Last updated in September 2013, the Registry included  2,618 cases of people disappeared since Peña Nieto's inauguration ten months before.  Information on each registered disappearance is limited, but it appears that the most numerous group of disappeared people in that period (519 cases) were girls between the ages of 12 and 17, followed by men in their 30s (284 cases.)   

The special report also highlights contradictions between the data in the Registry and figures given by Interior Minister Miguel Angel Osorio Chong.  These included his  22 May statement that there were a total of  8,000 missing people registered in Mexico at a time when the Registry's total was 18,955 (with figures up until September 2013).  Animal Político says public access to the Registry was removed on 25 May, without explanation. 

The report also draws attention to statements by deputy Attorney General responsible for Human Rights, Ricardo García Cervantes, who gave an interview in mid May in which he underlined the “enormous confusion” around the figures and stated that only 73 missing people had been located, many of them in jails under different names. García Cervantes resigned at the end of the month. 

Last week's Proceso magazine included an interview with García Cervantes following his resignation that paints a picture of an honest official overwhelmed by the enormity of the task of trying to fulfill government promises to address the disappearance crisis without the required resources or necessary political backing. 

The second part of the Animal Político series, published on  on 5 June, focused on the national genetic data bank.  The website says that the data bank includes 25,884 DNA samples that, so far, have led to only 542 positive identifications. The article also underlines that 14 of Mexico's 32 states have not contributed data to the genetic bank. 

Also writing in Animal Político, José Merino and Jessica Zarkin take a different angle in a blog dedicated to analyzing the official data on disappearances during the government of President Felipe Calderón.  As well as calling on the current government to make the full data available, they found a geographical correlation between high concentrations of women missing with parts of the country associated with sex trafficking, as well as between high concentrations of men going missing with parts of the country with high homicide rates. 

Kidnapping prison sentences made longer

Kidnapping prison sentences have been doubled by decree.  The move prompted criticism from anti-crime groups that pointed out that longer sentences will do little to combat impunity rooted in inadequate investigations of cases. 

High profile anti-kidnapping campaigner accused of dishonesty

Anti-crime campaigner Isabel Miranda de Wallace of the group Alto al Secuestro has been accused in several recent articles of inventing the story of her son's 2005 kidnap and murder that underpins her activism.  The articles claim that the invention began as a way to protect him from his own legal problems.  Rumors to this effect have been circulating for some time, and at least one journalist who was investigating them received threats and spent a spell outside of the country.   The highest profile story now in print was written by well-known investigative journalist Anabél Hernández and published in Proceso.  

Miranda de Wallace is among the most conservative of the anti-crime campaigners and is generally disliked by the left.  She was close to President Felipe Calderón and stood unsuccessfully as the National Action Party's candidate to head the government of the Federal District in 2012. Mrianda de Wallace has reacted angrily to the accusations and several high profile columnists have jumped to her defense, such as Jorge Fernández Menéndez.   

Anti-crime activist reveals she received threats from Genaro García Luna that ended friendship

Maria Elena Morera of the anti-crime group Causa en Común, and former head of México Unido Contra la Democracia, revealed in a radio interview on 3 June on Radio Formula, that she was threatened by the former Public Security Secretary Genaro García Luna in 2011.  García Luna denied the claims in a subsequent letter. http://www.proceso.com.mx/?p=373731
Morera said that García Luna, who was then President Felipe Calderón's most influential security official, threatened her and her family in response to articles she had written criticizing the Federal Police.  The revelation is interesting because Morera and García Luna were close throughout the Calderón administration, something that had meant Morera's credibility was questioned by many in other civil society organizations.  Her group is now among those that works most closely with the government of Enrique Peña Nieto.  

Journalist killed in Guerrero

The body of a local journalist from Guerrero was found on 2 June three days after he was abducted by an armed commando from his home.  Jorge Torres had worked in many media over the years.  At the time of this death he wrote a weekly column on politics and security in the Acapulco newspaper El Dictámen as well as working as spokesman for the municipal health department.  

Torres's abduction prompted demonstrations by journalists in Guerrero demanding more attention to his disappearance.  After the discovery of his body there were demands that the Federal Attorney General's office attract the case.  

Journalist jailed in Baja California

The state level Supreme Court in Baja California has confirmed the indictment, attached to an order of pre-trial detention, of a local web journalists for “attacks against the authorities” to add to another judicial process for libel.  Carmen Olsen runs  a website in Playas de Rosarito http://rosaritoenlanoticia.blogspot.mx.  The case against Olsen was reportedly triggered back in January 2013 when she followed speeding police car and then tried to take photographs of officers beating somebody up.  Olsen initiated a case against the officers. It is not clear in reports whether Olsen is in jail. 

Docile media

Darío Ramírez of Artículo 19 used his column in Sin Embargo on 31 May to describe the Mexican media as overwhelmingly “docile and servile.”  He points to the “toxic” relationship based on official publicity as one of the main causes. 

Dialogue between civil society and government in Tamualipas hits problems 

President Enrique Peña Nieto celebrated navy day in Tampico in Tamaulipas on 1 June amid anti-violence protests aimed at pressuring the authorities do more about the security crisis in the northeastern state, and demanding they treat the emerging civil society movement there with greater respect.   

The protestors gathered at a particular point because, they said, they had been lead to believe they would be seen by the president that way. When this didn't happen they reacted angrily.  Protest spokesman Eduardo Cantú was reported as saying that the dialogue with the federal government is now broken, contrasting dramatically with the optimism about Ciudad Juarez-style close collaboration that he expressed following a meeting with government officials a couple of weeks ago.  

Tampico highlighted in international media

Both the Washington Post and The Guardian published impressionistic features highlighting Tampico's status as a focal point of the violence and the associated pervasive fear, as well as the nascent citizens's movement beginning to pressure for solutions. 

Addictions Congress in the UAM

The Universidad Autonomo Metropolitana held an international congress on addictions on 5 and 6 June.    The program included speakers from a number of other Latin American countries.  Moves towards the decriminalization of marijuana did not figure prominently.

Carmen Fernández Casares, of the government-associated youth addiction service Centros de Integración Juveníl, openly opposed moves to decriminalize marijuana in Mexico City in her presentation.  She said that marijuana use has been rising quickly in recent years in the country because young people have the “false perception that marijuana is not harmful.”

Sin Fronteras report on migrant detention centers

The migration-focused civil society organization Sin Fronteras published a major report on detained migrants on 3 June.  The report, La Ruta del Enciero: Situación de las personas en detención en estaciones migratorias y estancias provisionales, was based on informal interviews with over 200 migrants in detention in Mexico City and in Oaxaca during 2013. 

 The report found problems with the physical conditions of the centers, though noted some improvements, and expressed concern about disinformation, unacceptably long stays, and the increasing number of children and adolescents.

Another migrant caravan

Activist priest Alejandro Solalinde kicked off the latest in a series of “caravans of migrants,” leaving the shelter he runs in Oaxaca on 2 June and and heading for Mexico City.  The last caravan pushed the idea of providing migrants in transit to the United States with a legal visa for passing through Mexico.  This current caravan's objective is to pressure for more dialogue.

5th anniversary of creche fire that killed 49 children widely covered

Demands for justice made by parents of children killed in a fire in a day care center in Hermosillo, Sonora, were widely covered in the Mexican media.  The tragedy on 5 June 2009, obviously aided by a quagmire of corruption, killed 49 babies and toddlers.  The parents-turned-activists were key in the passage of legislation to improve safety in creches.  Now their demands focus on pressure to bring to trial the owners of the day care center and the officials that allowed it to operate with obviously sub-standard safety measures.  They receive usually sympathetic attention from the press during every anniversary when they organize marches and masses.   

This year the Congress announced the creation of a “special commission” charged with revisiting the case that has already been to the Supreme Court.  

